
September 29, 2026 

Dear Families, 

 

September has been a beautiful month of building relationships, reconnecting as a 
community, and beginning our journey Rooted in Joy. Thank you to our families for 
attending our first Student Assembly and our School Opening Liturgy. Our Grade 4 students 
were so excited to receive their own bibles and we hope they will always remember that 
guidance and inspiration is found in God’s Word. 

September was also filled with meaningful learning. Students explored the legacy of Terry 
Fox, learning about courage, determination and the difference one person can make. We 
also spent time learning about Truth and Reconciliation and the significance of Orange 
Shirt Day, growing in understanding, respect and compassion.  

Our new monthly Wellness focus on Welcoming and Belonging encouraged students to 
ensure that everyone feels seen, valued and included. This connects beautifully with our 
Catholic faith and our mission to live with kindness and in service to others. 

Finally, through our Fruit of the Spirit Challenge, we have been discovering ways to live in 
joy through kindness, and friendship. We look forward to recognizing our  students who 
were leaders of Joy at our October Assembly. 

A special congratulations and thank you to our newly elected Parent Council Executive. 
We are grateful for their willingness to serve and for the important role our Parent Council 
plays in strengthening our school community. We are still looking for volunteers to fill our 
Society Chair, Society Vice Chair and Treasurer positions. If you have been considering 
getting involved, we warmly invite you to reach out. You do not need to have previous 
Council experience, just a willingness to share your time and ideas in support of our school 
community. There is a place for everyone at St. Charles, and every contribution makes a 
difference.  Please email our Chair at stcharleselementaryschool1980@gmail.com 

We look forward to all that October will bring as we continue to grow together, strengthen 
our relationships and remain Rooted in Joy. 

With gratitude, 

Laurie Bonanni-McGee ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Erin Pruski 

Principal​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Assistant Principal 
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ROOTED IN JOY THROUGH ACTS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

We Are Called to Care! ❤️   “The Lord is the refuge of the poor.” 

Beginning on October 2nd, our St. Charles community is coming 
together to collect items in support of World Day of the Poor and live 
out Jesus’ call to care for others.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
Wondering how we are meeting our School Education Plan Goals? 

Goal 2: Students are nurtured with a whole-child approach, shaped by our Catholic identity, 
that fosters emotional, physical, spiritual, and moral development. 

Our year-long faith and wellness program helps us build a common language around 
well-being. Each month we  introduce a new focus through stories, conversations and 
activities. These lessons are guided by our belief that “We are created by God, known and loved 
by Him, and called to grow in faith, relationship, and purpose. When we care for our minds, 
bodies, hearts, and spirits, we are better able to experience and share God's joy.” 

 

 

 

 

Optimal Learning  is 
happening in our school!  
 
It’s been amazing to see 
all of the student 
artwork and writing that 
celebrates belonging 
and what makes each of 
us unique. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
October is an opportunity for Edmonton Catholic Schools and Canada to recognize the 
many contributions Canadians of Hispanic origin have made and continue to make in this 
country. Hispanic Canadian Heritage Month also serves as an opportunity for people of 
Hispanic origin to come together and celebrate their shared culture. 

Statement on Latin American Heritage Month - Government of Canada 

In 2018, the Parliament of Canada proclaimed October Latin American Heritage Month in 
recognition of the Latin American community’s tremendous contribution to Canadian 
society. 

Hailing from all 20 Latin American countries, Canadians of Latin American origin make up a 
large and growing community in Canada. They enrich our national fabric with their diverse 
and vibrant cultures, cuisine, music, dance, and more. Also, members of the Latin 
American community play an important role in Canada’s growth and prosperity, thanks to 
their entrepreneurial spirit. 

We invite all Canadians to learn more about Latin American heritage and to honour the 
rich cultural and artistic traditions of our fellow Canadians of Latin American origin.  

Connections with our Faith 

Pope Francis -The first Pope of the Americas, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, hails from Argentina 
and was elected the 266th Pope of the Roman Catholic Church in March 2013. Prior to his 
election as Pope, Bergoglio served as Archbishop of Buenos Aires from 1998 to 2013, as 
Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church of Argentina from 2001 to 2013, and as President 
of the Bishops' Conference of Argentina from 2005 to 2011. He was also named Person of 
the Year by Time magazine in 2013.  



 

REMINDERS 

 

 



 
 

 
The deadline for this important step is Tuesday, 
September 29, 2026.  

Instructions to Complete Your Registration 
Verification Form  

Step 1:  Visit https://powerschool.ecsd.net 

Step 2:  Login using your PowerSchool Parent 
Portal username and password.  

Step 3: Click on SchoolEngage icon in the left-hand 
menu  

Step 4: Once you enter the SchoolEngage site, you 
will see a notice that you have an Incomplete Form. 
Click on this form to confirm that the information is 
correct.  

Step 5: Repeat the steps above for each of your children registered with Edmonton 
Catholic Schools.  
Once you submit the form, you will receive a confirmation email.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please visit our school website St. Charles Catholic Elementary School or follow us 
on Instagram stcharles_ecsd for updates and announcements. 
 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
https://stcharles.ecsd.net
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